
Plant List for Eastern Colorado Playas 
Plants found during RMBO playa surveys 2004-2007 

Scientific Name from CU Synonym1 Common Name2 Found in 
Playa 

Found in 
Upland

% Playas 
Occupied

Wetland 
Status3 Nativity 

Acanthoxanthium spinosum (L.) Fourreau* spiny cocklebur x x 8 FACU Exotic 
Achnatherum hymenoides - (Roemer & J.A. 
Schultes) Barkworth* 

Indian ricegrass x  1 FACU Native 

Agaloma marginata (Pursh) Loeve & Loeve snow-on-the-mountain x  8 FACU Native 
Agropyron cristatum (L.) Gaertner (sensu lato) crested wheatgrass x x 5   Exotic 
Amaranthus albus L. prostrate pigweed x x 25 FACU Exotic 
Amaranthus blitoides S. Watson* mat amaranth x  2 FACW Native 
Amaranthus hybridus L.* slim amaranth x  1   Native 
Amaranthus retroflexus L. redroot pigweed x x 36 FACU Exotic 
Amaranthus sp. Amaranth sp. x x 6     
Ambrosia acanthicarpa Hooker* slimleaf bursage x x 5   Native 
Ambrosia artemisiifolia L. var. elatior (L.) 
Descourtils 

annual ragweed, common 
ragweed 

x x 9 FACU Exotic 

Ambrosia grayi (A. Nelson) Shinners woollyleaf bursage x x 18 FAC Native 

Ambrosia linearis (Rydberg) Payne* streaked burr ragweed x x 19   Native 
Ambrosia psilostachya De Candolle var. 
coronopifolia (Torrey & Gray) Farwell 

western ragweed x x 11 FAC Native 

Ambrosia sp. ragweed sp. x x 23     
Ambrosia tomentosa Nuttall* skeletonleaf bursage x x 35   Native 

Ambrosia trifida L. great ragweed x  1 FACW Exotic 
Ammannia robusta Heer & Regel* grand redstem x  1 OBL Native 
Anisantha tectorum (L.) Nevski cheatgrass x x 11   Exotic 
Apocynum sp. dogbane sp. x  1     
Argemone polyanthemos (Fedde) G. Ownbey* crested pricklypoppy x  1   Native 
Aristida divaricata Humboldt & Bonpland ex 
Willdenow* 

poverty threeawn x x 2   Native 

Aristida purpurea Nuttall purple threeawn x x 36   Native 
Aristida sp. threeawn sp. x x 14     
Artemisia carruthii Wood {ex} Carruth* Carruth's sagewort x x 3   Native 
Artemisia frigida Willdenow* fringed sagebrush x x 19   Native 
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Artemisia ludoviciana Nuttall* white sagebrush x  2 FACU- Native 
Artemisia sp. sagebrush sp. x x 6     
Asclepias subverticillata (A. Gray) Vail horsetail milkweed   x 1 FACU Native 
Asclepias viridiflora Rafinesque* green comet milkweed x  1   Native 
Aster sp. aster sp. x x 12     
Astragalus adsurgens Pallas var. robustior 
Hooker* 

prairie milkvetch x  1   Native 

Astragalus bisulcatus (Hooker) A. Gray* two grooved milkvetch x  1   Native 
Astragalus mollissimus Torrey woolly locoweed x  13   Native 
Astragalus sp. milkvetch sp. x x 6     
Astragalus tenellus Pursh* looseflower milkvetch x x 3   Native 
Atriplex argentea Nuttall* silverscale saltbrush x  2 FAC Native 
Atriplex gardneri (Moquin) Standley* Gardner's saltbush x x 2   Native 
Bacopa rotundifolia (Michaux) Wettstein in 
Engler & Prantl 

disk waterhyssop x  2 OBL Native 

Bassia sieversiana (Pallas) W. A. Weber kochia x x 71 FACU Exotic 
Bergia texana (Hooker) Seubert ex Walpers Texas bergia x  1 OBL Native 
Bolboschoenus maritimus (L.) Palla subsp. 
paludosus (A. Nelson) Loeve & Loeve 

cosmopolitan bulrush x  3 NI Native 

Bouteloua curtipendula (Michaux) Torrey sideoats x x 2   Native 
Bouteloua curtipendula (Michaux) Torrey var. 
curtipendula 

sideoats grama x  1   Native 

Breea arvensis (L.) Lessing Canada thistle x  3 FACU Exotic 
Brickellia eupatorioides (L.) Shinners* false boneset x  1   Native 
Bromopsis inermis (Leysser) Holub* smooth brome x  1   Exotic 
Bromus japonicus Thunberg Japanese brome x x 10 FACU Exotic 
Bromus sp. brome sp. x x 2     
Buchloe dactyloides (Nuttall) Engelmann buffalograss x x 81 FACU Native 
Cactus sp. cactus sp.   x 1     
Caesalpinia jamesii (Torrey & Gray) Fisher* James' holdback x  1   Native 
Camelina microcarpa Andrzejowski ex De 
Candolle 

little false flax x  1 NI Exotic 
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Cardaria latifolia (L.) Spach* tall whitetop x  1 FACW Exotic 

Carex aquatilis Wahlenberg* water sedge x  3 OBL Native 
Carex sp. sedge sp. x x 37     
Carex stenophylla Wahlenberg subsp. 
eleocharis (L. H. Bailey) Hulten* 

needleleaf sedge x x 1   Native 

Cenchrus longispinus (Hackel in Kneucker) 
Fernald 

mat sandbur x x 14   Native 

Chamaesaracha coronopus (Dunal) A. Gray* greenleaf five eyes x x 2   Native 
Chamaesyce glyptosperma (Engelmann) 
Small* 

ribseed sandmat x x 10   Native 

Chamaesyce lata (Engelmann) Small* hoary sandmat x  1   Native 
Chamaesyce sp. sandmat sp. x x 9     
Chamaesyce stictospora (Engelmann) Small slimseed sandmat   x 1   Native 
Chenopodium berlandieri Moquin netseed lambsquarters, 

pitseed goosefoot 
x x 14   Native 

Chenopodium cycloides A. Nelson* sandhill goosefoot x  1   Native 
Chenopodium desiccatum A. Nelson* aridland goosefoot, desert 

goosefoot 
x x 10   Native 

Chenopodium incanum (S. Watson) Heller mealy goosefoot x x 11   Native 
Chenopodium leptophyllum (Nuttall ex Moquin) 
S. Watson 

narrowleaf goosefoot x x 28 NI Native 

Chenopodium sp. goosefoot sp. x x 72     
Chenopodium watsonii A. Nelson Watson's goosefoot x  1   Native 
Chloris verticillata Nuttall tumble windmill grass x  2   Native 
Chondrosum barbatum (Lagasca) Clayton sixweeks grama x  1   Native 
Chondrosum gracile Humboldt, Bonpland, & 
Kunth 

blue grama x x 66   Native 

Chondrosum prostratum (Lagasca) Sweet* matted grama x x 2   Exotic 
Chrysothamnus nauseosus (Pallas ex Pursh) 
Britton* 

rubber rabitbrush x x 9   Native 

Cirsium flodmanii (Rydberg) Arthur* Flodman's thistle x  1 NI Native 
Cirsium ochrocentrum A. Gray yellowspine thistle x  1   Native 
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Cirsium sp. thistle sp. x  1     
Cirsium undulatum (Nuttall) Sprengel wavyleaf thistle x x 32 FACU Native 
Cirsium vulgare (Savi) Tenore bull thistle x  1 UPL Exotic 
Cleome serrulata Pursh* Rocky Mountain beeplant x  1 FACU Native 
Convolvulus arvensis L. field bindweed x x 12   Exotic 
Conyza canadensis (L.) Cronquist marestail, horseweed x x 47 FACW Exotic 
Conyza sp. horseweed sp. x x 1     
Coreopsis sp. coreopsis sp. x x 5     
Coreopsis tinctoria Nuttall plains coreopsis x x 20 FAC Native 
Corydalis curvisiliqua Engelmann subsp. 
occidentalis (Engelmann ex A. Gray) W. A. 
Weber* 

curved fumewort x  1   Native 

Critesion brachyantherum (Nevski) Barkworth 
& Dewey* 

meadow barley x x 7   Native 

Critesion jubatum (L.) Nevski foxtail barley x x 17 FACW Native 
Critesion pusillum (Nuttall) Loeve little barley x x 22 FAC Native 
Croton texensis (Klotsch) Muller-Argoviensis in 
De Candolle 

Texas croton x  1   Native 

Cryptantha crassisepala (Torrey & Gray) 
Greene* 

thick sepal cryptantha x x 3   Native 

Cryptantha crassisepala (Torrey & Gray) 
Greene var. elachantha I.M. Johnston* 

thicksepal cryptantha x x 14   Native 

Cryptantha minima Rydberg little cryptantha x  5   Native 
Cryptantha sp. cryptantha sp. x x 5     
Cuscuta sp. dodder sp. x  1     
Cylindropuntia imbricata (Haworth) Knuth tree cholla x  3   Native 
Cylindropuntia sp. cholla sp. x  1     
Cyperus acuminatus Torrey & Hooker tapertip flatsedge x  1 OBL Native 
Cyperus aristatus Rottboel* bearded flatsedge x  1 OBL Native 
Dalea purpurea Ventenat purple prairie clover   x 1   Native 
Descurainia pinnata (Walter) Britton paradise tansymustard x x 11   Native 
Descurainia sophia (L.) Webb ex Prantl* herb sophia x  2   Exotic 
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Descurainia sp. tansymustard sp. x  9     
Diplachne dubia (Kunth) Scribner green spangletop   x 1   Native 
Diplachne fascicularis (Lamarck) P. Beauvois bearded spangletop x  1 OBL Native 
Distichlis stricta (Torrey) Rydberg inland saltgrass x x 16 NI Native 
Dyssodia papposa (Ventenat) A. S. Hitchcock fetid marigold x  3   Native 
Echinocereus viridiflorus Engelmann nylon hedgehog cactus   x 1   Native 
Echinochloa crus-galli (L.) P. Beauvois barnyard grass x x 28 FACW Exotic 
Eleocharis acicularis (L.) Roemer & Schultes needle spikerush x x 40 OBL Native 
Eleocharis palustris (L.) Roemer & Schultes* common spikerush x x 47 OBL Native 
Eleocharis sp. spikerush sp. x x 22     
Eleocharis xyridiformis (Fernald) Brackett creeping spikerush x  2 OBL Native 
Elymus canadensis L. Canada wildrye x  3 FACU Native 
Elymus elymoides (Rafinesque) Swezey* squirreltail x x 18 FACU Native 
Eragrostis cilianensis (Allioni) F. T. Hubbard stinkgrass x x 22 FACU Exotic 
Eragrostis curvula (Schrader) Nees weeping lovegrass x  1   Exotic 
Eragrostis pilosa (L.) P. Beauvois Indian lovegrass x x 4 FACU Exotic 
Eragrostis sp. lovegrass sp. x x 7     
Erigeron bellidiastrum Nuttall western daisy fleabane x  2   Native 
Erigeron colo-mexicanus A. Nelson* running fleabane x x 2   Native 
Erigeron divergens Torrey & Gray* spreading fleabane, 

spreading daisy 
x x 8   Native 

Erigeron pumilus Nuttall* Navajo fleabane x  1   Native 
Erigeron sp. fleabane sp. x x 5     
Eriogonum annuum Nuttall* annual buckwheat x  2   Native 
Eriogonum effusum Nuttall spreading buckwheat x x 6   Native 
Eriogonum microthecum Nuttall* slender buckwheat x x 4   Native 
Erodium cicutarium (L.) L'Heritier redstem stork's bill x  1   Exotic 
Erysimum asperum (Nuttall) De Candolle western wallflower x x 5   Native 
Euphorbia sp. sandmat sp. x x 4     
Evolvulus nuttallianus Schultes shaggy dwarf morning-glory x x 3   Native 
Fabaceae   x  1     
Fallopia convolvulus (L.) Loeve* black bindweed x x 5 FACU Exotic 
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Ferocactus sp. barrel cactus sp. x x 5     
Fragaria sp. strawberry sp. x  1     
Froelichia gracilis (Hooker) Moquin* slender snakecotton x  1   Native 
Gaillardia pinnatifida Torrey* red dome blanket flower x x 5   Native 
Galinsoga parviflora Cavanilles* galliant soldier x  3   Exotic 
Gaura coccinea Nuttall ex Pursh scarlet beeblossom x x 4   Native 
Gaura mollis James* velvety guara, velvetweed x  1 NI Native 
Gaura sp. beeblossom sp. x  1     
Glandularia bipinnatifida (Nuttall) Nuttall* showy vervain, Dakota mock 

vervain 
x  3   Native 

Glycyrrhiza lepidota Pursh* wild licorice x  1 FACU Native 
Gnaphalium palustre Nuttall* western marsh cudweed x  3 OBL Native 
Grammica indecora (Choisy) W. A. Weber var. 
neuropetala (Engelmann) W. A. Weber 

bigseed dodder x  3   Native 

Grindelia inornata Greene* Colorado gumweed x  1   Native 
Grindelia sp. gumweed sp. x  1     
Grindelia squarrosa (Pursh) Dunal curlycup gumweed x x 37 FACU- Native 
Gutierrezia sarothrae (Pursh) Britton & Rusby broom snakeweed x  6   Native 
Gutierrezia sp. snakeweed sp.   x 3     
Hedeoma hispidum Pursh* rough false pennyroyal x  3   Native 
Helianthus annuus L. common sunflower x x 14 FACU Native 
Helianthus petiolaris Nuttall prairie sunflower x  4   Native 
Helianthus sp. sunflower sp. x x 7     
Heliotropium curassavicum L. subsp. oculatum 
(Heller) Thorne 

seaside heliotrope x  3 OBL Exotic 

Hesperostipa comata (Trinius & Ruprecht) 
Barkworth* 

needle and thread x  1   Native 

Hesperostipa sp. needle and thread sp. x x 2     
Heteranthera limosa (Swartz) Willdenow blue mud plantain x  2 OBL Native 
Heterotheca latifolia Buckley camphorweed x  1 FACU Native 
Heterotheca sp. goldenaster sp. x x 3     
Heterotheca villosa (Pursh) Shinners* hairy false golden aster x x 24   Native 
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Hilaria jamesii (Torrey) Bentham James' galleta   x 1   Native 
Hordeum sp barley sp. x x 3     
Hymenopappus filifolius Hooker* fineleaf hymenopappus x  2   Native 
Hymenopappus filifolius Hooker var. 
polycephalus (Osterhout) B. Turner* 

manyhead hymenopappus x  1   Native 

Hymenopappus tenuifolius Pursh* Chalk Hill hymenopappus x x 2   Native 
Ipomoea leptophylla Torrey* bush morning glory x  2   Native 
Ipomopsis laxiflora (Coulter) V. Grant* iron ipomosis x x 7   Native 
Iva axillaris Pursh poverty sumpweed x x 28 FAC Native 
Juncus sp. rush sp. x  1     
Koeleria macrantha (Ledebour) Schultes* prairie Junegrass x x 2   Native 
Krascheninnikovia lanata (Pursh) Meeuse & 
Smit* 

winterfat x  2   Native 

Lactuca serriola L. prickly lettuce x x 22 FAC Exotic 
Lappula redowskii (Hornemann) Greene* flatspine stickseed x x 4   Native 
Lepidium densiflorum Schrader common pepperweed x x 32 FAC Exotic 
Leptochloa sp. sprangletop sp. x x 3     
Lesquerella alpina (Nuttall ex Torrey & Gray) S. 
Watson 

alpine bladderpod   x 1   Native 

Leucanthemum vulgare Lamarck* oxeye daisy x  1 NI Exotic 
Liatris punctata Hooker* dotted blazing star x  1   Native 
Lygodesmia juncea (Pursh) D. Don skeletonweed x x 19   Native 
Machaeranthera pinnatifida (Hooker) Shinners* lacy tansyaster x  5   Native 
Machaeranthera pinnatifida (Hooker) Shinners 
var. pinnatifida* 

lacy tansyaster x  2   Native 

Machaeranthera sp. tansyaster sp. x  3     
Machaeranthera tanacetifolia (Humboldt, 
Bonpland, & Kunth) Nees 

tansyleaf tansyaster x  1   Native 

Mammillaria sp. cactus sp. x x 3     
Mariscus schweinitzii (Torrey) Koyama* Schweinitz's flatsedge x  1 FACU Native 
Marsilea mucronata A. Braun western water clover, 

pepperwort 
x x 30 OBL Native 
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Marsilea sp. waterclover sp. x  2     
Medicago sativa L. alfalfa x x 8 NI Exotic 
Melilotus albus Medicus yellow sweetclover x  2 FACU Exotic 
Melilotus officinale (L.) Pallas yellow sweetclover x x 13 FACU Exotic 
Melilotus sp. sweetclover sp. x x 3     
Mollugo verticillata L. green carpetweed x  1 FAC Exotic 
Monolepis sp. povertyweed sp. x  1     
Monroa squarrosa (Nuttall) Torrey false buffalograss x  4   Native 
moss sp. moss sp. x x 3     
Muhlenbergia asperifolia (Nees & Meyen ex 
Trinius) Parodi* 

scratchgrass muhly x  1 FACW Native 

Muhlenbergia torreyi (Kunth) A. S. Hitchcock 
ex Bush 

ring muhly x  3   Native 

Myosurus minimus L. bristly mousetail x x 9 FACW Native 
Oenothera albicaulis Pursh* whitest evening primrose x  1   Native 
Oenothera canescens Torrey & Fremont spotted evening primrose x x 53 FACW- Native 
Oenothera sp. primrose sp. x  6     
Oenothera villosa Thunberg subsp. strigosa 
(Rydberg) Dietrich & Raven* 

hairy evening primrose x  1 FACU Native 

Oligosporus caudatus (Michaux) Poljakov* field sagewort x  1   Native 
Oligosporus dracunculus (L.) Poljakov* terragon x x 2   Native 
Oligosporus filifolius (Torrey) Poljakov* sand sagebrush x x 5   Native 
Oonopsis foliosa (A. Gray) Greene* leafy false goldenweed x  1   Native 
Opuntia sp. cactus sp. x x 44     
Oxybaphus decumbens (Nuttall) Sweet narrowleaf four o'clock x x 3 NI Native 
Oxytropis lambertii Pursh Lambert crazyweed, purple 

locoweed 
x  3 FACU Native 

Oxytropis sericea Nuttall white locoweed x x 2   Native 
Oxytropis sp. locoweed x x 10     
Packera tridenticulata (Rydberg) Weber & 
Loeve* 

threetooth ragwort x  4   Native 

Panicum capillare L. witchgrass x x 27 FAC Exotic 
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Panicum miliaceum L. wild proso millet, broomcorn 
millet 

x  3   Exotic 

Panicum obtusum Humboldt, Bonpland, & 
Kunth 

vine mesquite x x 2 FACW Native 

Panicum virgatum L. switchgrass x  1 FAC Native 
Pascopyrum smithii (Rydberg) Loeve western wheatgrass x x 78 FACU Native 
Pectis angustifolia Torrey* lemonscent x  1   Native 
Pediomelum  sp. Indian breadroot sp.   x 2     
Penstemon albidus Nuttall white penstemon x  2   Native 
Penstemon angustifolius Nuttall ex Pursh 
subsp. Angustifolius* 

broadbeard beardtongue x  1   Native 

Penstemon sp. penstemon sp. x x 2     
Persicaria amphibia (L.) S. Gray water smartweed x  2 OBL Native 
Persicaria bicornis (Rafinesque) Nieuwland Pennsylvania smartweed x  6 FACW+ Native 
Persicaria lapathifolia (L.) S. Gray curlytop knotweed x  3 OBL Exotic 
Persicaria maculata (L.) S. Gray spotted ladysthumb x  1 OBL Exotic 
Persicaria sp. smartweed sp. x x 13     
Phalaroides arundinacea (L.) Rauschert reed canarygrass   x 1 FACW+ Exotic 
Phyla cuneifolia (Torrey) Greene frog-fruit, fogfruit x x 53 FAC Native 
Physalis heterophylla Nees clammy groundcherry x  2   Native 
Physalis virginiana P. Miller* prairie groundcherry x  1   Native 
Picradenia odorata (De Candolle) Britton bitter rubberweed x  1 NI Native 
Picradeniopsis oppositifolia (Nuttall) Rydberg* oppositeleaf bahia x x 5   Native 
Picradeniopsis woodhousei (A. Gray) Rydberg Woodhouse's bahia x  1   Native 
Plantago patagonica Jacquin woolly plantain x x 50 UPL Native 
Plantago sp. plantain sp. x x 8     
Pleuraphis sp. galleta sp.   x 1     
Poa compressa L. Canada bluegrass   x 1 FACU Exotic 
Poa sp. grass sp. x x 3     
Poinsettia dentata (Michaux) Klotsch & Garcke toothed spurge x x 2   Native 
Polygonum arenastrum Boreau* oval-leaf knotweed x  3 NI Exotic 
Polygonum aviculare L. var. aviculare prostrate knotweed x x 26   Exotic 

Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory…Conserving Birds and their Habitats                                                                                                                   9 



Plant List for Eastern Colorado Playas 
Plants found during RMBO playa surveys 2004-2007 

Scientific Name from CU Synonym1 Common Name2 Found in 
Playa 

Found in 
Upland

% Playas 
Occupied

Wetland 
Status3 Nativity 

Polygonum ramosissimum Michaux bushy knotweed x x 38 FAC Native 
Polygonum sp. Polygonum sp. x  12     
Populus deltoides H. Marshall subsp. wislizenii 
(S. Watson) Eckenwalder 

eastern cottonwood x  3 FAC Native 

Populus sp. cottonwood sp. x  1     
Portulaca halimoides L.* silkcotton purslane x  1 NI Native 
Portulaca oleracea L. common purslane x x 45 FAC Exotic 
Portulaca sp. purslane sp. x x 11     
Potentilla rivalis Nuttall ex Torrey & Gray brook cinquefoil x x 7 FACW+ Native 
Potentilla sp. cinquefoil sp. x x 3     
Primula sp. primrose sp. x x 2     
Proboscidea louisianica (P. Miller) Thellung ram's horn, devil's claw x  4 FACU Native 
Proboscidea sp. devil's claw sp. x  1     
Psoralidium lanceolatum (Pursh) Rydberg lemon scurfpea x  2   Native 
Psoralidium sp. scurfpea sp. x x 14     
Psoralidium tenuiflorum (Pursh) Rydberg* slimflower scurfpea x x 13   Native 
Pyrrocoma sp. goldenweed sp. x  1     
Quincula lobata (Torrey) Rafinesque Chinese lantern x  2   Native 
Ratibida columnifera (Nuttall) Wooton & 
Standley 

prairie coneflower x x 25   Native 

Ratibida sp. prairie coneflower sp. x x 11     
Ratibida tagetes (James) Barnhart short-ray prairie coneflower x x 53   Native 
Ribes aureum Pursh* golden currant x  1 NI Native 
Rorippa sinuata (Nuttall in Torrey & Gray) A. S. 
Hitchcock 

spreading yellowcress x x 29 FACW Native 

Rorippa sp yellowcress sp. x  1     
Rumex altissimus Wood pale dock x  4 FAC Native 
Rumex crispus L. curly dock x  9 FACW Exotic 
Rumex stenophyllus Ledebour* narrowleaf dock x  1 FACW+ Exotic 
Rumex triangulivalvis (Danser) Rechinger f.* Mexican dock x x 2 FAC Native 
Rumex utahensis Rechinger* toothed willow dock x  1   Native 
Salix amygdaloides Andersson peachleaf willow   x 1 FACW Native 
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Salsola australis R. Brown tumbleweed, Russian thistle x x 79 FACU Exotic 
Salsola collina Pallas* slender Russian thistle x x 2   Exotic 
Salvia reflexa Hornemann* lanceleaf sage x x 5   Native 
Salvia sp. sage sp. x x 1     
Sanguisorba minor Scopoli* small burnet x  1 NI Exotic 
Schedonnardus paniculatus (Nuttall) Trelease tumblegrass x x 29   Native 
Schoenoplectus lacustris (L.) Palla subsp. 
creber (Fernald) Loeve & Loeve 

softstem bulrush x  4 OBL Native 

Schoenoplectus pungens (M. Vahl) Palla* common threesquare x  1 OBL Native 
Schoenoplectus sp. bulrush sp. x  1     
Scorzonera sp. Scorzonera sp. x  2     
Senecio riddellii Torrey & Gray Riddell's ragwort   x 1   Native 
Senecio sp. Senecio sp. x  1     
Setaria glauca (L.) P. Beauvois yellow foxtail x x 4   Exotic 
Setaria sp. bristlegrass or panicgrass sp. x x 3     
Setaria viridis (L.) P. Beauvois green bristlegrass x  3   Exotic 
Sisymbrium altissimum L. tumble mustard x x 16 FACU Exotic 
Solanum rostratum Dunal buffalobur nightshade x x 22   Exotic 
Solanum triflorum Nuttall* cutleaf nightshade x  4   Native 
Solidago sp. goldenrod sp. x  1     
Solidago velutina De Candolle* threenerve goldenrod x  1   Native 
Sorghastrum sp. Indiangrass sp. x x 1     
Sorghum vulgare Persoon* grain sorghum x x 1   Exotic 
Spergula arvensis L.* corn spurry x  1   Exotic 
Sphaeralcea angustifolia (Cavanilles) G. Don 
var. cuspidata A. Gray 

copper globemallow x  1   Native 

Sphaeralcea coccinea (Pursh) Rydberg scarlet globemallow x x 54   Native 
Sphaeralcea sp. globemallow sp. x x 5     
Sporobolus airoides (Torrey) Torrey alkali sacaton x x 11 FAC Native 
Sporobolus cryptandrus (Torrey) A. Gray sand dropseed x x 32 FACU- Native 
Sporobolus sp. grass sp. x x 3     
Suaeda calceoliformis (Hooker) Moquin* Pursh seepweed x  1 FACW Native 
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Upland

% Playas 
Occupied

Wetland 
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Suckleya suckleyana (Torrey) Rydberg poison suckleya x x 17 FACW Native 
Symphyotrichum sp. aster sp. x x 2     
Talinum parviflorum Nuttall ex Torrey & Gray sunbright x x 12   Native 
Talinum sp. flameflower sp. x x 3     
Tamarix ramosissima Ledebour* saltcedar, tamarisk x  2 FACW Exotic 
Taraxacum officinale G. H. Weber ex Wiggers common dandelion x x 9 FACU Exotic 
Thelesperma filifolium (Hooker) A. Gray var. 
intermedium (Rydberg) Shinners* 

stiff greenthread x x 10   Native 

Thelesperma megapotamicum (Sprengel) 
Kuntze 

Colorado greenthread x x 6   Native 

Thelesperma sp. greenthread sp. x x 6     
Thlaspi arvense L. field pennycress x x 10 NI Exotic 
Thymophylla aurea (A. Gray) Greene manyawn pricklyleaf   x 1   Native 
Tithymalus spathulatus (Lamarck) W. A. 
Weber* 

warty spurge x  1 FACU Native 

Tragopogon dubius Scopoli subsp. major 
(Jacquin) Vollmann 

yellow salisfy x x 16   Exotic 

Tribulus terrestris L. puncturevine x x 9   Exotic 
Trifolium repens L.* white clover x  1 FACU Exotic 
Trifolium sp. clover sp. x  3     
Triticum aestivum L.* common wheat x x 10   Exotic 
Triticum sp. wheat sp. x x 3     
Typha angustifolia L. narrowleaf cattail x  3 OBL Exotic 
Typha latifolia L. broadleaf cattail x  2 OBL Native 
Typha sp. cattail sp. x  1     
Verbascum thapsus L.* common mullein x  1 NI Exotic 
Verbena bracteata Lagasca & Rodriguez prostrate vervain,bigtract 

verbena 
x x 55 FACU Exotic 

Verbena sp. vervain sp. x  3     
Veronica peregrina L. subsp. xalapensis 
(Humboldt, Bonpland, & Kunth) Pennell 

speedwell purslane x x 18 OBL Exotic 

Vexibia nuttalliana (B. Turner) W. A. Weber silky sophora x x 9   Native 
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Vicia sp. vetch sp. x x 4     
Virgulus ericoides (L.) Reveal & Keener* manyflowered aster x x 4 FACU Native 
Vulpia octoflora (Walter) Rydberg sixweeks fescue x x 37 UPL Native 
Xanthisma sp. sleepydaisy sp. x  1     
Xanthium strumarium L. rough cockleburr x x 16 FAC Exotic 
Xanthoparmelia sp. lichen sp. x x 3     
Ximenesia encelioides Cavanilles* golden crownbeard/goldweed x  3 FAC Exotic 
Yucca glauca Nuttall in Fraser* soapweed yucca x x 6   Native 
1 Scientific names follow those of the University of Colorado at Boulder Herbarium, based upon those of Weber, as provided by Colorado Natural 
Heritage Program, Floristic Quality Assessment Database (7 February 2008) 
 
2 Scientific name as assigned in USDA, NRCS. 2006. The PLANTS Database (http://plants.usda.gov, 3 Dec. 2008). National Plant Data Center, 
Baton Rouge, LA 
. 
3 US Fish and Wildlife Service. Reed, PB. 1988. National List of Plant Species That Occur in Wetlands --Central Plains (Region 5). National 
Wetland Inventory, U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, St. Petersburg, FL. 90 pp. OBL=Obligate, FACW=Facultative 
Wetland, FAC=Facultative, FACU=Facultative Upland, UPL=Obligate Upland. Blank indicates species not on list. 
 
*Indicates plant species we found that were not previously published by Haukos and Smith (1997) 
 


